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 
 

What we will look at today: 

1. Knots 

2. Resin Pockets 

3. Shakes 

4. Cupping, bowing and Twisting 

Defects in Timber 

MrLe
acy



 
What is a knot? 
Knots are formed when the branches  

    of the tree are cut off or fall off from the trunk 

All knots reduce the strength of the timber 

Grain around knots is twisted and irregular 

Reduces Strength 

Difficult to work 

Can give poor finish 

Dulls keen edge of woodworking  

     tools 

Knots 
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 
 Branch stopped growing before tree is felled 

Dark in colour 

Knots which become loose and eventually fall out 

Hazardous during machining 

Dead Knot 
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 
What is a live knot? 

Knots that remain part of the wood 

Doesn’t fall out of wood 

 Lighter Colour than dead  

knots 

Live Knot 
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 
What do you think knots would look 
like when timber is converted using 
different methods? 

Activity 
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 
 

Solution 
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 
 Topics for groups 

1. Resin Pockets 

2. Shakes 

3. Cupping, bowing and twisting 

Jigsaw Activity 
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